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SELECT COMMITTEE ON ABORIGINAL HEALTH SERVICES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
APPOINTMENT 

Motion 
Resumed from 27 March on the following motion moved by Hon Derrick Tomlinson - 

That a select committee of three members be appointed to inquire into and report on - 

(1) The funding, management and provision of primary health services by the following 
Aboriginal health services in Western Australia - 

Bega Garnbirringu Health Service; 

Carnarvon Aboriginal Medical Service; 

Derbarl Yerrigan Health Service; 

East Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Service; 

Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Service; 

Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Service Council; 

Mawarnkarra Health Service; 

Ngaanyatjarra Health Service; 

Ngangganawili Aboriginal Health Service; 

Nindilingarri Aboriginal Health Service; 

Puntunkurnu Aboriginal Medical Service; 

South West Aboriginal Medical Service; and 

Wirraka Maya Aboriginal Health Service. 

(2) In particular, the committee is to inquire into and report upon - 

(a) the organisational and contractual relationships between the Aboriginal health 
services and the Department of Health; 

(b) the adequacy of core funding provided from commonwealth and state sources for 
primary health services currently being delivered and required to meet future 
community needs; 

(c) the effectiveness of the primary health services currently being delivered; 

(d) whether there is duplication, overlap or unmet need in the delivery of primary health 
services; 

(e) future directions for the delivery of primary health services to Aboriginal 
communities; and 

(f) any further matters relating to Aboriginal health services arising from the inquiry. 

(3) The committee have power to send for persons, papers and records and to travel from place to 
place. 

(4) The committee report to the House not later than 26 September 2002 and if the House do then 
stand adjourned, the committee to deliver its report to the President who shall cause the same 
to be printed by authority of this order. 

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Housing and Works) [4.06 pm]:  I was singing the 
praises of Hon Derrick Tomlinson when my time for speaking expired.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  And a beautiful tune it was. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Have you had one of your characteristic mood swings in the intervening period? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  No.  I am happy to continue singing the praises of Hon Derrick Tomlinson.  No doubt 
the member was well-intentioned about the motion he moved, but regrettably he is misguided.  This motion does 
not serve the best interests of the administration of Aboriginal health through medical service boards in Western 
Australia.  For those reasons, and the many reasons articulated by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, we on the government 
benches oppose the motion. 
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HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.07 pm]:  The Greens (WA) will not be supporting this motion, 
and not because we are not concerned about issues that have been raised concerning Aboriginal health.  There is 
no denying that Aboriginal people in this State have serious and long-term concerns about the delivery of 
primary health care.  Nobody well-informed would deny that indigenous communities continue to have totally 
unacceptable health problems.  I have listened carefully to the comments made by all members who have 
contributed to this debate and I am not convinced that a parliamentary select committee of inquiry would benefit 
the situation; in fact, to the contrary.  This inquiry is politically motivated and is basically disingenuous.  I say 
that for a number of reasons.   

I note that the mover of the motion, by his own admission, has not discussed the establishment of a select 
committee with the Aboriginal community.  The party that the member represents does not have a good track 
record in addressing the problems that exist in the Aboriginal community. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  This party has one better; it is not that mob you are allied with, that is for sure. 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I am commenting on where the motion has come from.  At this stage I am commenting on 
the position of the Liberal Party; I have not yet expressed an opinion about what the Labor Party has done. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I fear members’ sensitivities may be at risk here.  

Hon GIZ WATSON:  Other members have raised whether any support exists in the community - the Nyoongah 
community in particular - for such an inquiry.  I have rung a number of people in the community who hold 
contrary positions, and who do not think that a select committee inquiry is the way to address some of the 
ongoing issues.   

I note the comments of Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich on the reason this motion has been framed to cover so many 
health services, and I have heard no satisfactory answer from the Opposition on what it sees as the problem with 
those health services.  If the mover of the motion had been genuine in wanting to establish a select committee, 
and knowing the numbers in this place - this is why I commented that the motion is disingenuous - at the very 
least, it would have made sense for him to consult with other parties to see whether there was support for the 
motion.  Perhaps if we had had that conversation, and had discussed what nature that inquiry might take, or how 
it would be established, we might have supported it. 

Hon Ray Halligan interjected.  

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The member ought not to be distracted by interjections.  

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I again suggest that Hon Derrick Tomlinson was never really serious about establishing a 
select committee.  I am much more attracted to the proposition that it was a matter of competition between the 
Liberal Party and One Nation in wanting to be seen to be acting on this issue.  That is reflected in the nature of 
this motion.  Given the amount of time that has been spent discussing this motion, which I do not think is a 
genuine motion, I do not intend to comment further, except to say that the establishment of a parliamentary 
select committee to inquire into the delivery of services by the Aboriginal health services named in this motion 
would not be constructive.  The best assistance that we can provide is not to put a political spotlight on this 
matter.  For those reasons the Greens (WA) will not support this motion and we look forward to getting on to 
more pressing issues on the Notice Paper.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.13 pm]:  I support this motion.  
I am appalled at the last comment of the member who just spoke that we should get on with more important 
issues.  I cannot think of anything more important than the health of Aboriginal people.  I cannot find anything 
else on the Notice Paper that comes anywhere near that issue in importance.  Perhaps the member is talking 
about industrial relations reform.  Is that more important to the member than Aboriginal health?  We spent six 
weeks debating the Acts Amendment (Lesbian and Gay Law Reform) Bill 2001.  Is that more important to the 
member?  The member’s priorities are very unusual, to say the least.   

Hon Kim Chance:  The motion is about forming a select committee.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  With all due respect to the Leader of the House, he was not even listening.  Hon Giz 
Watson said that we should get on with more important issues.  Forming a select committee is a very important 
issue. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Another committee for you!   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I do not want to establish a committee for my benefit.  However, there is a need for 
something to be done about one of the most important issues facing Western Australia.   
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Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  If Hon Ray Halligan and the parliamentary secretaries need to converse, they can do 
so outside the Chamber.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I find it extraordinary for Hon Giz Watson to suggest that somehow the issue being 
debated here is of lesser importance than the other matters on the Notice Paper.  Frankly, having had a 
significant amount to do with Aboriginal people over my time in politics, I cannot think of an issue that is more 
important than this.  To suggest, as Hon Giz Watson has suggested, that the motion moved by Hon Derrick 
Tomlinson is not a genuine motion is to reflect on a member whose history in politics has been to look after 
issues such as this and to take a positive and sympathetic view.  To suggest that the Opposition moved the 
motion so that we would beat One Nation to it is absolutely absurd.  One Nation does what it wants to do and we 
do what we want to do.  Hon Derrick Tomlinson has a genuine desire to see something positive done about 
Aboriginal health in Western Australia.  As Hon Derrick Tomlinson clearly explained, this situation deserves 
serious attention.   

I listened to Hon Tom Stephens, the Minister for Housing and Works, suggest that a member on this side of the 
Chamber had said that if the answer to a member’s question is to set up a select committee, the member has 
asked the wrong question.  It may well have been me who said that about a number of issues that were raised 
when I was Leader of the House.  Generally speaking, if a select committee is the answer to a question, it was 
the wrong question and members have the wrong answer.  This is an issue for which a very good argument can 
be put for somebody to have a good hard look at what is happening.   

Aboriginal health has deteriorated in my time in politics.  I know how hard many people across the community 
have worked to avoid that, but they have not been successful.  We have not succeeded.  If the Government can 
come up with a better idea than the Parliament being involved, members opposite should say what that is.  
Instead of saying they are spending X amount of dollars and are doing this, that and the other, why do they not 
come up with some sort of program and solution to what is a very serious problem?  

I was very disappointed by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s comments on this motion.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Which particular bit? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  From start to finish.  

Hon Ken Travers:  That narrows it down!  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  It does narrow it down.   

Hon Peter Foss:  It was offhand and dismissive. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I suspect that the interjection by Hon Peter Foss using the word “dismissive” to 
describe the speech made by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is the most accurate description that I can give to that 
speech.  It was totally dismissive.  It dismissed Hon Derrick Tomlinson as somebody who would come into this 
Parliament and play a political game with Aboriginal people.  That is not in Hon Derrick Tomlinson’s nature at 
all.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You were not even in the Chamber for my speech.  Did you read it?   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  So that Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is aware of how much importance I place on what she 
says in here, whenever I am not here to hear her speeches, I read them.  I read the member’s speech on this 
motion.  It probably read better than it sounded - which is a good reason for not being here to listen to it - 
because the snide innuendos do not translate well in Hansard.  

Hon Peter Foss:  I imagine it was mellifluous.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Whatever that means, I am sure it is.  I would have thought that a parliamentary 
secretary aspiring to be the Minister for Health, and who perhaps should be the Minister for Health - 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  They are your words.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  A lot of people would agree with me. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Why would Hon Norman Moore want a Minister for Health who, according to him, 
gives such appalling speeches from start to finish?   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  We do not have much to choose from.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Get to the substance of the motion and then get out. 
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Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I am getting to it.  The Minister for Health is clearly out of his depth.  He has no idea 
what he is doing.  He is an absolute disaster and a laughing stock in the community.  That is the Minister for 
Health. 

Hon Peter Foss:  Plodding along. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Yes.  The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health has the potential to be a 
reasonably good minister compared with what else is available.  On behalf of the Minister for Health, she is 
refusing to agree to establish a select committee into Aboriginal health, and is speaking in a way that is not 
helping her cause.  I make the point to her that her dismissive remarks are not helpful at all.  It would have been 
far better for the parliamentary secretary’s promotional prospects if she had - 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Don’t worry about my prospects; worry about your own. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I worry about the health portfolio, and I suspect that the parliamentary secretary 
could do better than the Minister for Health.  I suspect she could be the Minister for Health.  

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That may well be the case. 

Point of Order 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The member is clearly off the mark.  My promotional prospects have nothing to 
do with this motion and whether we should establish a select committee to inquire into the Aboriginal health 
services. 

The PRESIDENT:  Many members have been off the mark.  Perhaps everyone should address the motion 
directly. 

Debate Resumed 
Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Clearly, the member is concerned that my support of her promotion will not do her 
any good.  Therefore, I am happy to talk about something else.  However, I thought that somebody who 
represents the Minister for Health in this House would adopt a far more sympathetic view of this motion and a 
far more sympathetic approach to the significant issues raised by Hon Derrick Tomlinson in his introductory 
speech on this motion.  He went through the circumstances surrounding Aboriginal health in a clinical way, if I 
can use that expression, to describe the situation in the Aboriginal community of Western Australia.  He 
described an appalling set of circumstances in which no Government, be it the previous Government or the 
current Government, can take any pride.  It is a shameful situation in our State, and something needs to be done 
about it - not to just say, “Let’s dismiss anybody’s idea about doing something.”  Hon Derrick Tomlinson has a 
positive approach.  He outlined the health problems in the Aboriginal community and why a select committee 
would be helpful, yet all we hear from the Government and the Greens (WA) is that it is a political stunt; it is 
unnecessary; it will not solve the problem; and it is a Liberal Party attempt to beat One Nation to the punch - all 
that extraneous nonsense that does nothing to address the serious issues that were raised in Hon Derrick 
Tomlinson’s speech. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson and I do not agree on everything concerning Aboriginal affairs.  He and I know that.  I 
do not agree with some of the things he said in his speech.  However, be that as it may, he and I have the same 
view about the ultimate outcome of all this; that is, we must desperately do something about Aboriginal health, 
living conditions, education and a vast range of problems affecting the Aboriginal community in Western 
Australia.  As I said a moment ago, in most areas those conditions are deteriorating.  Health is absolutely 
fundamental to anybody’s lifestyle.  I will never forget walking into a toilet at an Aboriginal community - I will 
not mention its name - in the desert and finding a young person in there with a coke can full of petrol strapped 
around his head.  He was sitting in the corner sniffing the petrol.  He was absolutely zonked out of his mind.  I 
know full well that that person is probably dead now because of the effect of that petrol sniffing.  It has the same 
effect on any person. 

I have been to many Aboriginal communities, and I have seen some horrifying circumstances.  Something must 
be done.  It is not good enough for Governments of any persuasion to say that they are doing their best; they are 
doing enough.  This Government is not doing enough, the previous Government did not do enough, and the next 
Government probably will not do enough.  However, as a community, we have an obligation to do everything 
within our power, because once the health problems of Aboriginal communities, or any other community for that 
matter, are solved, we can start to deal with the other problems.  If children are sick, they cannot go to school.  If 
they do not go to school, they do not learn.  If they do not learn, they have problems getting jobs and being 
productive members of their community.  Health is absolutely fundamental to everything else. 
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When we were in government, I was interested when Hon Kim Hames, the then Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, 
sought my assistance, as the Minister for Sport and Recreation, to build swimming pools in Aboriginal 
communities around Western Australia.  To begin with, I was cynical, to say the least, for a whole range of 
reasons that I will not go into now.  My main concern was that those swimming pools would not be looked after 
and that people would not maintain the level of chemicals that are needed to make sure that pools are safe.  I was 
concerned about that.  However, Hon Kim Hames was able to make arrangements for that to happen; that is, for 
those pools to be regularly inspected and looked after.  The evidence that is coming to light now about the 
positive effects on ear, nose and throat problems of young Aboriginal people who use swimming pools is 
amazing.  The simple action of swimming in a swimming pool daily is having a positive effect on the health of 
young Aboriginal children. 

Hon Peter Foss:  A positive and significant health step was taken. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  It was.  I do not think anybody had even talked about that until Kim Hames, a 
medical doctor, came along and said that that had been done somewhere else and we should do it here; and we 
did it. 

Hon Peter Foss interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That is the next point I am coming to. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Have you read the motion? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I have. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You are giving a general commentary on Aboriginal health.  The motion is not about 
that.  Read the specifics of the motion, then address some of the issues and explain to the House why we should 
investigate these 13 health services. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Can I get on with my speech?  I sat on the other side of the House and day after day, 
week after week and, regrettably, year after year listened to the member moaning, whingeing, whining and 
carrying on about everything conceivable, with little reference to the issue at hand.  I am telling members now 
why we need to have an inquiry into Aboriginal health, and I will tell them in a minute why we need to have an 
inquiry into all those other matters that are listed in the motion.  That is where health services are being 
delivered. 

Hon Peter Foss:  It is much better to read what members opposite say than to listen to them, because some of the 
whining goes. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That is what I said earlier.  Sometimes it is better not to be here. 

As Hon Peter Foss mentioned, Hon Kim Hames also took steps to get rid of dust in Aboriginal communities.  It 
was never satisfactory for us to create Aboriginal communities and to then tell them that they were on their own.  
They would not get bitumen roads, bitumen footpaths, rubbish collections, swimming pools or anything that 
regular towns get; they should just do their own thing.  That has been a resounding failure, in my humble 
judgment.  However, when attempts are made to ensure that Aboriginal communities are given the same 
infrastructure as regular towns, some seriously positive things start to happen.  The removal of dust from cars 
that travel down the middle of the main street has had a positive effect on the health of young people 
particularly.  A couple of things that one minister did - that is, constructing swimming pools and bitumen roads - 
had a positive effect.  Most people would not say that those things would be done to improve the health of a 
community; they are the sorts of things that people do for other reasons.  People with vision and an 
understanding of the issues will be required to achieve positive and meaningful solutions. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson talked about that, but he also talked about the current situation within the Aboriginal 
community, which is not good enough.  The reason that all these health services are mentioned in this motion is 
that they are the health services that are delivering the services.  I wonder whether any of those health services 
have said they need a swimming pool.  I do not know.  I do not know how good they are.  All I know is that, 
from my experience, a number of these medical services have not been all that flash. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The member should not just say, “You didn’t do this.”  I have already said that no 
Government in the past did enough.  The previous Government did a lot, but it was not enough.  The current 
Government will do a lot, but it will not be enough.  Here is an opportunity for a bit of lateral thinking by some 
members of Parliament, who can use their experience, knowledge and understanding of these issues to come up 
with some ideas.  Why not take the chance to do that?  Why must we work out a deal behind the chair with the 
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Greens (WA) before we can come into the Parliament to discuss the matter?  The fact that Hon Derrick 
Tomlinson did not raise this issue with the Greens before he brought forward the motion in no way diminishes 
his determination to do something about this problem.  The Parliament is, in fact, where this matter should be 
discussed.  That is why we are debating the motion.  It is not necessary to make arrangements behind the Chair 
before a decision is made in the House.  I thought that the Greens (WA) would have listened to the eloquent and 
persuasive argument of Hon Derrick Tomlinson and asked themselves whether they could get something out of 
it.  I thought they would have asked themselves whether they could do something collectively, as members of a 
House of Parliament, bearing in mind that they do not have a majority, to deal with the issues raised by Hon 
Derrick Tomlinson in his motion.   

Many issues surrounding Aboriginal health relate to the delivery of services.  I would have thought, with the 
countless billions of dollars spent on the Aboriginal community each year by federal, state and local government 
agencies, that we would be making some progress; but we are not.  I could easily move a motion to examine 
Aboriginal education, Aboriginal housing and Aboriginal employment, all of which are important issues to the 
Aboriginal community.  The fault probably lies in the delivery of services.  Who delivers the services?  Are they 
doing a good job; and, if not, why not?  I do not believe the problem lies in a lack of money but, rather, in a lack 
of capacity and desire by many agencies to deliver the services that we believe are important. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson therefore said in the House that he is concerned about Aboriginal health and he 
explained his concerns.  He said that a number of organisations deliver Aboriginal health services and we should 
question why they are not delivering the goods.  The reasons for that non-delivery must be examined.  Paragraph 
(2) of the motion refers to the matters that should be inquired into and the matters that should be reported upon.  
Those are proper and appropriate areas to be examined. 

If the Government believes that the delivery of Aboriginal health services is as good as it can be - it must believe 
that if it believes that it does not need to be examined - all I can say is that it has its head buried in the sand. 

Hon Peter Foss:  The best way of tackling a problem is to recognise it. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That is exactly right.  I am concerned about the Government’s response to this 
motion.  I was convinced when it was moved that it would be supported by the Government.  I definitely 
believed the Greens would support it because they continually tell us they are concerned about these things. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  We are not supporting your game.  Aboriginal politics is what you are on about.  If you 
don’t want to be up-front and if you don’t want to admit it, you can continue to peddle this sort of nonsense. 

Hon Peter Foss:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has to oppose everything. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Hon Peter Foss has hit the nail right on the head; he is absolutely spot on.  This 
Government does not know yet that it is the Government.  It still thinks it is the Opposition and must say no to 
everything.  It continually finds reasons that it cannot and should not do things, and that it would be wrong if it 
did something.  That is the mentality of this Government.  I guess it will grow out of that mentality if it is around 
long enough. 

This motion seeks, and should have, bipartisan support.  When I read the motion and heard Hon Derrick 
Tomlinson’s introduction to it, I thought it would get bipartisan support because it is not an issue about politics.  
We in the Liberal Party are not about dividing and conquering the Aboriginal community.  I know that 
Aboriginal politics makes the sort of politics I am involved in look like a Sunday school picnic.  Mr President, 
you and I both know that I would not be able to cope with the sort of politics that goes on in the Aboriginal 
community.  The Aboriginal community finds itself in a very difficult set of circumstances.  The Opposition is 
not involved in those politics and is not taking anybody’s side.  We are simply telling the House that there is a 
serious problem in the Aboriginal community generally, particularly in my electorate, and in the scrub in your 
electorate too, Mr President, where the Aboriginal community faces very serious problems.  Fortunately, things 
have improved in some parts of the community but at nowhere near the rate we would like them to improve.  
The Opposition has therefore come into the House with a genuine desire to do something about an issue that 
demands bipartisan support.  The motion specifically calls for an examination of the delivery of health services.  
Who is doing that?  I ask members to bear in mind that we spend large amounts of money on Aboriginal health, 
and in my humble judgment we are not getting our dollar’s worth.  We must find out why that is so, because 
Governments of all persuasions at both levels are not backward in providing funds. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  How many times have you as the local member written to the Commonwealth 
Government about Aboriginal health matters seeking an improvement in funding? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I do not write to the Commonwealth Government about anything. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You haven’t done it.  It is in your electorate and you have done nothing. 
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The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Members, there has been another outbreak of members who want to speak without 
getting the call. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I could write a letter every hour to the federal Government on hundreds of issues but 
I know I would be wasting my time.  What I do is talk to people who make decisions on these issues.  The 
member might recall that I spent a lot of time as a minister speaking to ministers of other Governments about 
issues that had to be addressed on Aboriginal health, Aboriginal education, teacher training or whatever.  That is 
how I do it.  Writing letters counts for nothing.  The member knows what happens to letters sent to ministers: 
they are put in a big heap and if there are 57 letters on one issue it is regarded as important, but if there are two 
letters on one issue it is not important.  The minister gets an answer from the bureaucracy saying that the 
Government is doing a wonderful job providing Aboriginal health services and the minister need not worry 
about it.  The minister then writes back saying that the Government is doing a wonderful job and there is no need 
to worry about the issue.  That is how it works. 

However, one aspect of a committee such as that suggested in the motion is that members can ask the 
bureaucrats in Aboriginal health services, the Department of Health and any other organisation providing health 
services what they are doing about Aboriginal health services; where the money went; why they are spending all 
their time fighting over things that have nothing to do with health; why they are doing the things they are doing; 
and to state what they have achieved and what they are going to do in future to make things even better.  This 
motion provides a wonderful opportunity to members of Parliament to ask the deliverers of health services in the 
Aboriginal community those sorts of questions.  We would like to know the answers.  Members are wrong to 
think that the Department of Health or the government bureaucracy will ask those questions; they simply will not 
ask those questions because they cannot ask them. 

It is strange that the Labor Party, and the Greens to a lesser extent, now have a different view altogether of 
parliamentary scrutiny than they had when they were sitting in opposition.  I adhere to the view that we should 
not appoint a select committee to inquire into every matter that a member might think is a good idea.  I have seen 
a few select committees set up over the years to inquire into particular issues about which members had a bee in 
their bonnet; those committees were often a waste of time. 

This issue is of such significance that it demands the attention and support of all members in this Chamber.  I 
hold a strong belief that the type of committee recommended by Hon Derrick Tomlinson should be set up.  If the 
Government is not all that fussed about the terms of reference, there is nothing to stop it deleting paragraph (1) 
and amending paragraph (2).  That might satisfy the Government’s concerns about some issues so that the House 
can come to some agreement.  I am sure Hon Derrick Tomlinson would be happy to contemplate that because 
fundamentally he wants to do something about Aboriginal health.  This is not a political exercise; it never has 
been and never will be.  Some members play politics harder than others.  Hon Derrick Tomlinson does not play 
politics with issues like this.  That is not his nature, his style or his personality.  Anybody who suggests 
otherwise does not understand the man; it is as simple as that.  I sat in this place getting quite angry when I heard 
some of the comments made about my colleague on this matter, because they did not reflect his genuine concern 
for the matter.  What does concern me is the lack of concern being expressed by the parliamentary secretary, 
representing the Government.  She could not care less.  She is here to represent the BLF, or whatever it is now 
called, and that is the sum total of her contribution to this place. 

I do not propose to take up any more time other than to say that this is a genuine attempt by a genuine member to 
look at a very serious problem facing a section of our community that deserves better than it is getting.  The 
delivery of the services it is getting is not achieving the ends we all desire.  Until the health problems of the 
Aboriginal community are sorted out, we might as well forget about everything else, because that is so 
fundamental.  If the Government or the Greens (WA) have a problem with the wording of the motion, by all 
means they should move an amendment.  I have no doubt that the Opposition would seriously contemplate 
accepting such amendments, because it wants to get on with the job and not argue the case that somehow or 
other this is a political exercise.  I can assure members that it is not.  As a group of members of Parliament 
representing all interests in the community, we have an opportunity to do something about the health of a small 
minority group within our society, whose problems are very serious.  I would suggest that the issues attached to 
this motion are far more important than anything else presently on the Notice Paper.  For the issue to be so 
callously disregarded by the Greens (WA) and so flippantly rejected by the Government is very unsatisfactory.  

HON RAY HALLIGAN (North Metropolitan) [4.42 pm]:  Members have been making light of what has 
already been said to be a very serious issue, which has concerned me for a number of years, although I have not 
been in a position to do a great deal about it.  All too often we hear about glue or petrol sniffing, glaucoma, 
alcohol abuse and all manner of health issues that continue today as they have done for the past quarter of a 
century.  I applaud Hon Derrick Tomlinson for bringing this motion forward, because I believe it is particularly 
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important.  Something does need to be done.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich mentioned that, since 1979, 20 other reports 
have been compiled.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I rest my case.  

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  For 11 of those 22 years, a Labor Government was in power, so the member should not 
point the finger at this side of the Chamber and ask what the Opposition did.  
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  For the past eight years you were in power, and you did nothing.   
Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  The Labor Party was in power for 10 years and did nothing.  That is why the problems 
still exist today.  I agree with Hon Norman Moore that the Opposition is not playing favourites or saying that it 
found the solution to the problem when in government.  We also know, however, that the Government did not 
either.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich should not try to lay the blame on this side of the House, because she was party to 
the blame herself.  In Canberra in 1974 and 1975, under Gough Whitlam, I saw enormous amounts of money 
being wasted in the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.  The health situation of Aboriginal people in those days 
was as bad as it is now.  Nothing has changed, unfortunately.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich says that she rests her case 
on 20 reports.  Can she say what happened after the tenth report, when someone wanted the eleventh?  Was the 
response at that time to say, “I rest my case”, because there had already been 10 reports?  Ten more reports were 
produced.  There will be a twenty-first report, and probably a twenty-second and twenty-third, because they are 
necessary.  It comes down to the old saying: “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”  The honourable member is telling 
the House that if there is nothing there to analyse, investigate and report on, it is obviously satisfactory; there is 
nothing wrong with the health of Aboriginal people in Western Australia.   
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I am just saying that another report by you will have no effect at all. 
Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  She does not believe that another investigation is required: the Aboriginal people have 
no problems, so the Government will simply allow things to continue as they are today.  It will allow the young 
people to continue to suffer from glaucoma and to continue with their petrol and glue sniffing, because there is 
nothing wrong and no need for any further investigation.  We are continually told that people in regional areas 
suffer from a lack of water.  What is being done about that?  Water and housing, and exercise by way of 
swimming, are most definitely health issues.  Something needs to be done to identify what will be done to 
improve their health.  If this Labor Government has the answers to these questions, I would love to have them 
spelled out to this House.  That would allay any number of my fears. 
It has been stated that the State spends $167 million each year on Aboriginal health.  It is incumbent upon the 
members of this House to know that that money is spent in the best possible way to achieve the end that was 
intended - good health among Aboriginal people.  It should be spent not on bureaucracies, motor cars or plane 
trips, but on the health services these people require.  They have been demanding it for years.  Like Hon Norman 
Moore, I have yet to see a Government that has answered this cry for help.  An opportunity has been offered 
through this motion to again explore this issue.  Hon Derrick Tomlinson has moved a wide-ranging motion, but 
the most important aspects of it relate to the provision of primary health services, and the effectiveness and the 
future direction of the delivery of those services.  That is the question, but who has the answer?  Hon Giz Watson 
asked whether Aboriginal communities had been consulted before this motion was brought forward.  The 
Opposition is obliged to ensure that taxpayers’ money is spent effectively.  Criminals are not asked whether 
money should be spent on the Police Service or the justice system.   
Hon Giz Watson:  That is an appalling analogy; just think about it! 
Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  Hon Giz Watson should broaden her mind a little.  There are two aspects to this 
argument.  The problem must first be identified, and then the Government of the day, through the Treasury, must 
provide the funds to overcome that problem.  The Government of the day decides where that money will be 
spent.  It should identify the problem.  The members of this committee will consult the Aboriginal communities 
to find out what the problems are.  That is what the motion is about. 
Hon Giz Watson:  It’s a political witch-hunt. 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  It has nothing to do with politics.  Hon Giz Watson has politics on the brain. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You want to empower Aboriginal people but you do not want to ask them whether they 
need an inquiry. 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  Members opposite have an obligation to the taxpayers of this State to ensure that the 
moneys the Government is spending in every area are spent effectively and efficiently. 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  One obligation. 
Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  It is an obligation that the member wants to abrogate. 
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  At least I talk to people, which is more than you can say for your lot. 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  Just before he concluded his remarks, Hon Tom Stephens said that he did not agree 
with the motion because he did not believe that it would serve the administration.  He made no reference to 
primary health care.  He was selective with his words.  He probably agrees with the motion, but he had to make 
those remarks so that he could vote against it.  If anyone should agree with a motion of this nature, it should be 
Hon Tom Stephens.  

It does not matter who is in charge of these investigations; it is important that answers are found to the problems.  
Part of the motion refers to duplication, overlap and unmet need.  Having been a public servant 28 years ago, I 
found that, irrespective of which party is in government, overlap and duplication invariably occur.  Many 
hundreds of millions of dollars are wasted that do not reach their targets.  

This motion provides an opportunity to move forward and use these limited funds.  The Government continually 
reminds us that it has limited funds to distribute to all areas of service. We have been told previously that 
improvement to the health system is not just a matter of money but also of its management.  I have no doubt that 
applies also to Aboriginal health services.  Not only the Government but also the Opposition is aware that funds 
are limited.  The fact that they are limited places even more importance on looking very closely at how the 
money is spent.  It is particularly important that something be done to ensure that the $167 million that the 
Government is spending in this area reaches the people who, as I said earlier, are crying out for assistance.  They 
definitely need it and we should provide it.  I support the motion. 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [4.53 pm]:  I assure the House that I support the motion moved by Hon 
Derrick Tomlinson.  However, I will qualify that.  As has been said in this House before, a multitude of 
parliamentary inquiries and reports have occurred but no benefit seems to have been derived from them.  That is 
a disgrace.  Accusations by members of both major political persuasions that neither side did anything when they 
were in office has no bearing on the situation.  It is a matter of what should be done in the future.  It does not 
wash with members of the public when they hear members on both sides of the House criticising each other and 
asking what they did when they were in government.  The inaction from both sides is a disgrace. 
Some members of this House have had some involvement with Aboriginal communities.  I wonder how many 
there are.  The time spent in here and on parliamentary duties does not allow much time to do extra things.  I do 
not seem to find the time to do some of the ordinary things in life that other people do.  It is very easy to get out 
of touch with what is going on in the real world.  
A great number of factors contribute to why Aboriginal health is not good.  To narrow the debate to only health 
services will not do anything to solve the problem.  I suggest that the major reason that Aboriginal health is so 
bad is their lifestyle.  It is no good blaming their state on things like petrol sniffing.  The answer is to find out 
what causes petrol sniffing.  We must offer alternatives to these people.  
My daughter worked on an Aboriginal settlement just east of Western Australia.  I am told that this sort of story 
is replicated nearly everywhere.  There is no employment and there is nothing for Aboriginal people to do.  They 
cannot even control their social services cheques.  On the settlement where my daughter spent time, their 
cheques were taken to the general store, which was community owned but managed by a Caucasian.  Sometimes 
their cheques went to a privately owned bakery managed by two people of Middle Eastern descent.  In almost 
every Aboriginal family in that settlement, the parents did not provide food for their children.  My daughter 
worked as an aide in the school for the first half of the day and in the general store for the second half of the day.  
She therefore had a good insight into what happened there.  
At the bakery the price for a “bucket” of chips for young girls from the settlement was sexual relations with the 
shop owner.  I told my daughter that I found that hard to believe.  I did not think the Aboriginal community 
would put up with that; I would expect them to lynch the b’s.  She said that they were better off because at least 
they got a bucket of chips.  They got nothing from their parents in the way of food.  They were given a piece of 
fruit and a piece of cake every day at school.  Ten, 11 and 12-year-old girls were prostituting themselves to get a 
pie or bucket of chips.  It is all very well seeking an inquiry into health; however, an inquiry is needed into the 
whole situation.  
The European settlers of this country should hang their heads in absolute shame at the way these original people 
were treated.  I asked my daughter what she meant by saying that they were better off as a result of giving sexual 
favours to the shop owner.  She said that at least they got a bucket of chips.  If that were not happening, their 
uncle would have their virginity for nothing. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Are you aware that an inquiry in Western Australia is investigating abuse of that kind at this 
very moment? 
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Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I hope some practical benefit comes from it.  All the rest is words, words, words.  
Words do not do anything for them.  I support Hon Derrick Tomlinson’s motion only in as much as it actually 
does something for these people.  As difficult as it may be, we have to try to provide alternatives.  I asked my 
daughter what the parents do all day.  She told me that the women dig holes in the sand - I do not know what the 
reason for it is - and drink beer.  I am not quite sure what the men do.  Apparently, they go out once a fortnight in 
their four-wheel drives and kill kangaroos for food.  The women go out about twice a week to hunt for grubs. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 9299.] 
 


